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. Some geologists claim that they have shown
there could have been no such thing as a universal
deluge^since man has been upon the earth. This
meets with the hearty applause of all infidels, but
how much more are they elated when Chris-
tian geologists adopt the same view, contending
for a partial deluge, which infidelity had no in-
terest in denying! The Scriptures represent that
the deluge was caused by the immediate interposi-
tion of the Moral Governor of the world, for moral
reasons which imply the necessity of its being made
universal; accordingly, they say, in the most un-
mistakably general terms, "All the high hills that
were under the whole heaven were covered. Fif-
teen cubits upward did the waters prevail, and
the mountains were covered. And all flesh died
that moved upon the earth, both of fowl and of
cattle, and of beasts, and of creeping things, that
creepeth upon the earth, and every man; all in
whose nostrils was the breath of life, and of all
that was in the dry land died, and every living
substance was destroyed which was upon the face
of the ground, both man and cattle, and the creep-
ing things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they
were destroyed from the earth; and Noah only
remained alive, and they that were with him in
the ark." Now it is impossible to escape the con-
viction that Moses meant all that such varied
terms of universality crowded together can mean
in the enunciation of bare fact, except by a per-
verse effort of a mind pledged to sustain a contra-
diction at all hazards.
This catastrophe was brought about far moral